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CONDITION 

D C l C R I I I E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (11 M) P H I S I C A L  A P P E A R a N C E  . 
The Hancock-Wirt-Caskie House is a two-story, hipped roof s t ruc ture  con- 
s t ructed of brick l a id  i n  Flemish bond with English bond below the 
watertable. The three bays on e i the r  s ide  of the entrance a r e  formed 
in to  octagonal-ended o r  three-sectioned bow front  projections with a 
wooden, two-level porch arcade screening the cen t r a l  space. The porch 
f loo r  and entrance s teps  a r e  i n  marble, and the windows have scored stone 
sills. Other s t y l i s t i c  accents a r e  the brick b e l t  course between the 
f loors  and the deep eaves with long, narrow brackets. 

The cen t r a l  h a l l  plan features the octagonal room on the south with a 
rectangular room behind and a la rger  s ing le  room across the ha l l .  
The small stair h a l l  a t  the rear  of the cen t r a l  h a l l  i s  defined by a 
large,  rectangular opening. Although the or ig ina l  mantels have been 
replaced by marble ones which date  from the mid-nineteenth century, 
most wood and p l a s t e r  t r i m  remairis'. Especially f ine  is tha t  i n  the south 
octagonal room which features  a f r ieze  and cornice de t a i l i ng  around the 
ce i l i ng  i n  geometrical pat terns;  the doorway to  the h a l l  uses flower 
swags and urns t o  decorate the p i l a s t e r s ,  f r ieze  and cornice. The 
hallway has archi t rave door framings with a f r i eze  abwe decorated i n  
an octagon pattern.  Another in te res t ing  feature  is the arch on the 
second level, incorpor.ating s l i d ing  doors which separates the two rooms 
on . the  north s ide  of the ha l l .  Frame and brick addit ions have been 
made to  the rear ,  and several  rooms on both f loors  have c lose t  space 
added. 
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purchased the house and lived there u n t i l  1818 when he moved to  
Washington a s  Attorney General 06 the United S ta tes  under James 
Monroe. While l i v ing  i n  the Hancock-Wirt-Caskie House, he completed 
h i s  famous Life  of Patr ick Henry, one of the f i r s t  g rea t  biographies 
i n  American l i t e r a t u r e .  Wirt was a distinguished public f igure  of 
the  times, being noted both fo r  h i s  legal  prowess a s  wel l  a s  h i s  
success a s  an author. Besides h i s  success a s  the f i r s t  biographer 
of Patr ick Henry, W i r t  wrote the Let ters  of the Br i t i sh  -, a s  well  
as other a r t i c l e s  fo r  the  newspapers. He a l so  served i n  the  House 
of Delegates and a s  Attorney General of Virginia before being appointed 
Attorney General of the United States.  

Upon moving to  Washington, W i r t  rented h i s  house for  a few months and 
then sold it t6 Benjamin Tate, former Mayor of Richmond. A t  h i s  
death i n  1821, Tate l e f t  the  property t o  h i s  son, Joseph Tate, who 
served a s  Mayor of Richmond from 1826 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1839. In  
1846 the he i r s  of Joseph Tate sold the property which eventually 
passed in to  the hands of William Palmer who ran a successful  agr icu l tu ra  
implement s to re .  The house l a t e r  passed i n to  the hands of h i s  daughter, 
Ernna Palmer Caskie (Mrs. James Caskie) who lived there u n t i l  her death 
i n  1941. The house now serves a s  the headquarters of the Richmond 
Chapter of the  American Red Cross. 

The Hancock-WireCaskie House is a sophist icated example of the 
Federal is t  s t y l e  and exhibi ts  the Latrobian cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of l o w  roof 
pi tch,  deep eaves with narrow brackets, and the use of geometric shapes 
i n  the  facade plan, i n t e r io r  room arrangement, and de ta i l ing .  I t  bears 
a strong re la t ionship t o  Point of Honor i n  Lynchburg i n  these 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  and, along with the Wickham-Valentine House, and to  
a l e s se r  extent  the Ann Carrington House on Church H i l l ,  i s  one of the 
three  remaining Richmond houses which c l e a r l y  shows the breakup of the 
Georgian formality i n to  the more personal Federal is t  refinement. Even 
more s ign i f i can t  is the f ac t  t h a t  the  Hancock-Wirt-Caskie House is 
the only survivgr i n  Richmond of the three-sectioned bay motif a s  a 
Federal is t  theme, a motif ,  as described i n  1850, t h a t  "seems t o  have 
affected a la rge  number of the homes of the c i t y  of any grea t  age, 
giving them and i t  a s ingular  appearance." 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the N s -  
I hemby certify that thls property 1. Included in tha 7 ,  tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I,aw ', '. 
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, .  > in the Nations1 Register and certify that it has been 
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evaluated according to the criteria and proce&ma set  
l a t h  by the National Park Service. The recommended 

Chief, Office of Archeology end Hiatale Pmaerratlm 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State Local 
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